The Messenger

In Jesus' parable of the Vineyard, the
landowner represents God HIMSELF.
The servants represent messengers sent
by God. The son represents Jesus. The
harvest of grapes represents souls. In
this story from Jesus, all messengers of
God, including God's only human son,
are killed. To fully understand God,
you need to understand the fact that
God sent His only begotten human son
Jesus Christ as another '""Messenger."

Apostle Edward

Bible Verse: Matthew 21:33-40
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A Story About God's Son

"There was a man who owned a vineyard.

He put a wall around it and dug a hole for a
winepress and built a tower. Then he leased
the land to some farmers and left for a trip.
When it was time for the grapes to be picked,
he sent his servants to the farmers to get his
share of the grapes. But the farmers grabbed
the servants, beat one, killed another, and then
killed a third servant with stones. So the man
sent some other servants to the farmers, even
more than he sent the first time. But the
farmers did the same thing to the servants that
they had done before. So the man decided to
send his son to the farmers. He said, 'They
will respect my son.' But when the farmers
saw the son, they said to each other, 'This son
will inherit the vineyard. If we kill him, it will
be ours!' Then the farmers grabbed the son,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
So what will the owner of the vineyard do to
these farmers when he comes?" Mt 21:33-40
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When God Comes Back

The verse above is from the New Century
Bible (NCV). Christians often hear about the
second coming of Jesus, but few realized
that God HIMSELF comes back. In the above
story, Jesus indicates that God, the Vineyard
owner, will come back. We also read that
God comes back in Isaiah.

"Prepare the way of the LORD [GOD];
Make straight in the desert a highway for
our God...

The glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together;

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken."
Isaiah 40:3-5

All humans [flesh] have not yet seen God's
glory together, so this event is yet to occur.
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There Is Only One God

"You are MY witnesses," says the LORD,
And My servant whom I have chosen,
that you may know and believe ME, and
understand that I am HE. Before ME
there was no God formed, nor shall there
be after ME. I, even I, am the LORD, and
besides ME [God] there is no SAVIOR."
Isaiah 43:10-11

This verse may disturb some Christians who
hold onto the false belief in a triune god and
salvation only through the god Jesus. The
Bible does not teach this lie; the orthodox
doctrinal church teaches it.

This tract highlights some characteristics of
Jesus Christ, "The Messenger" of God. It
starts out by acknowledging that there is
only one God who is SAVIOR of mankind.
Jesus teaches that God granted him the
ability to provide salvation [Eternal Life].

5




Salvation Comes From God

Jesus said: "For as the FATHER [God] has
life [salvation] in HIMSELF, so HE [God]
has granted the Son [Jesus] to have life in
himself." John 5:26

In the above words of Jesus, we learn that
God has granted Jesus the ability to provide
salvation to souls. So, while salvation only
comes from God, HE has granted authority
to Jesus to give eternal life to those souls
who believe in him and obey his gospel. We
also read this fact in the book of Revelation.

""Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb [Christ who
sits at the right hand of God]. Rev. 7:10

This means there are TWO PATHS to Eternal
Life. One is directly from God and the other
comes through faith in His human son Jesus.
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A Pass For Eternal Life

If you read "The Invitation" — you already
realize this reality of salvation. I repeat it
here to reinforce the teaching of Jesus in
John 5:24, which reads as follows:

Jesus said: '""Most assuredly, I say to you,
he who hears my word and believes in
HiM who sent me has everlasting life, and
shall not come into judgment, but has
passed from death into life." John 5:24

It is Jesus who states the above reality of
eternal life. IF you believe in the God who
sent "The Messenger" Jesus, you already
have passed into eternal life and did so
without any judgment. So, what if you don't
believe Jesus was sent as a messenger, but
believe he is God? Well, Jesus gives us that
answer. Jesus says he will pick you up on
the "Last Day" for judgment.
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A Last Day Pickup Plan

There is a difference "The Messenger" Jesus
makes between believing in "the God who
sent him" and in just believing in him. Have
you heard about the Last Day Pickup Plan?

"I am the bread of life. He who comes to
me shall never hunger, and he who
believes in me shall never thirst. But I
said to you that you have seen me and yet
do not believe. All that the FATHER gives
me will come to me, and the one who
comes to me, I will by no means cast out.
For I have come down from heaven, not
to do my own will, but the will of Him
who sent me. This is the will of the
FATHER [God] who sent me, that of all HE
has given me I should lose nothing, but
should raise it up on the last day."

John 6:35-39




Jesus offers us two very odd teachings on
how to gain eternal life. First, you could
believe in the God who sent Jesus and that
he was a messenger [Son] in which case you
get a "pass" into heaven that bypasses any
judgment. Now, belief in this instance does
imply adhering to God's ways & commands.

In the second teaching, you just believe in
Jesus and he will "raise you up on the last
day." Here are some additional teachings of
Jesus on God's Last Day Pickup Plan.

"This is the will of HIM who sent me, that
everyone who sees the Son and believes in
him may have everlasting life; and I will
raise him up at the last day." John 6:40

'""No one can come to me unless the
FATHER who sent me draws him [or her];
and I will raise him [or her] up at the last
day." John 6:44




Jesus said: "Whoever eats my flesh and

drinks my blood has eternal life, and I

will raise him [or her| up at the last day."
John 6:54

This last verse is of course only a metaphor.
We do not literally eat flesh or drink blood.
This statement means that we instead take
on Jesus' burden to reach lost souls. We
emulate Christ who becomes our teacher.
By following Christ's example, we become
obedient to God's commandments.

God showed me His "Last Day Pickup
Plan" several years ago. However, it was
only recently that God explained it to me in
a way that I could fully understand. It was
at my dear friend Vernon's funeral. As I sat
there pondering my friend, who died at the
age of 82, God spoke to my spirit clearly
and indicated to me that John 5:24 applied to
Vernon, because Vernon knew his God.
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This is to say that Vernon knew who God
was and he knew that Jesus was a messenger
sent by God. Vernon knew and believed the
teachings of Jesus in this regards. Vernon
also knew the teachings of Jesus that make it
clear he was just a messenger sent by God.

Jesus said: "I am ascending to my
FATHER and your FATHER, and to my
God and your God." John 20:17

These are very simple words from Jesus. He
speaks of the God that we all served. Is it
important to know God and that Jesus is not
God, but was just a messenger? Yes, itis
and the answer is in 2 Thessalonians 1:8.

As I was leaving Vernon's funeral, I stopped
to thank the friend who gave his eulogy. He
was well versed in Scripture. I told him that
John 5:24 applied to Vernon. That Vernon
had passed into heaven without judgment.
Then I heard a strange reply.
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He replied: "Of course, all Christians are not
judged." It was God's way of showing me
the apostasy and lack of understanding of
His Son within Christianity at large. I let it
go, because a funeral is not a time to debate
anyone about God's Holy Word.

The eulogist's statement that all Christians
are not judged was his Church indoctrination
and Church dogma and not the word of God.
Graphically, we see Jesus has taught us this.

Heaven

Those who
know God

John 5:24

_—_—1

LAST DAY |
PICKUP PLAN |
For everyone
else, who will be I
judged by Jesus |
Christ I

r—_—_—
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One Group Is Not Judged

In the teachings of Jesus, only one group
gets a pass into "everlasting life, and shall
not come into judgment." It is not my words
but the words of Jesus in John 5:24. This
group represents all people who know God
and are righteous in His eyes. This could
include people who do not know Jesus or for
that matter may not know much about Jesus.

In contrast, everyone who knows Jesus, but
does not know the God that sent him will be
"picked up at the last day" for judgment.
Why are Christians judged? Well, not all
will be. However Jesus makes it clear that
many who call upon him will not get into
heaven. He states this clearly in Matthew
7:21-23. Jesus also gives us the reason.
Those who he rejects as never having known
were "lawless." They did not obey God.

13




Everyone Else Is Judged

Jesus Christ will pick you up on the last day
if you do not know God Almighty, the God
who sent Jesus. This "last day" refers to the
Day of Judgment. If you die before this last
day occurs, your soul will go into a holding
place until that time occurs. This is what |
believe at this time. I know that Jesus has
taught us that those who know his God, "has
everlasting life and shall not come into
judgment, but has passed from death into
life." Is this you? Do you know God?

In John 12, Jesus tells us what will judge
those who are picked up on the last day.

""He who rejects me, and does not receive
my words, has that which judges him [or
her]|—the word that I have spoken will
judge him [or her] in the last day."

John 12:48-39
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Jesus' words will judge everyone picked up
on the last day. I will cover Jesus' judgment
in more detail in my next tract writing called
"The Message." Can you see from the
above teachings of Jesus that the Church has
altered the message he brought to us some
2,000 years ago? Let's examine some more
characteristics of "The Messenger" Jesus
from his own words.

Ten Teachings Of Jesus

1. God sent Jesus.

a. Matthew 10:40; 15:24

b. Luke 4:18; 4:43; 9:48

c. John 4:30; 5:24, 30, 36, 37, 38;
John 6:29, 38, 39, 40, 44
John 7:16, 18, 28, 29, 30
John 8:16, 18, 26, 29, 42
John 9:4; 10:26; 11:42; 12:44, 45
John 12:49; 13:16, 20; 14:24
John 15:21; 16:5; 17:3, 8, 18, 21
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John 17:25; 20:21
Acts 3:26

. God gave Jesus a purpose.

a. Jesus said: "I must preach the
kingdom of God to the other
cities also, because for this
purpose I have been sent [by
God]." Luke 4:43

. Jesus only did the will of God.

a. Jesus said: "My food is to do the
will of HIM who sent me, and to
finish His work." John 4:34

. Jesus did nothing on his own accord.

a. Jesus said: "I can of myself do
nothing. As I hear, I judge; and
my judgment is righteous,
because I do not seek my own
will but the will of the FATHER
who sent me." John 5:30

. Jesus came from Heaven to do God's will.
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a. Jesus said: "For I have come
down from heaven, not to do my
own will, but the will of Him
[God] who sent me." John 6:38

6. Jesus must perform the works of God.

a. Jesus said: "I must work the
works of HIM who sent me while
it is day, the night is coming
when no one can work." John 9:4

7. Jesus' doctrine was God's, not his.

a. Jesus said: "My doctrine is not
mine, but HIS who sent me."
John 7:16

8. God was greater than Jesus was.

a. Jesus said: "Most assuredly, I say
to you, a servant is not greater
than his master; nor is he [Jesus]
who is sent greater than HE [God]
who sent him." John 13:16
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9. Jesus spoke God's Words, not his own.

a. Jesus said: "He who does not love
me does not keep my words; and
the word which you hear is not
mine, but the FATHER'S [God's]
who sent me." John 14:24

10. Eternal life was to know Jesus' God.

a. Jesus said: "And this is eternal
life, that they may know You
[God], the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom YOU have
sent." John 17:3

Of course, Jesus taught many other things,
but you cannot understand Jesus' teachings
unless you understand that he was not God,
but a messenger of God sent to give our
souls another opportunity for eternal life.

Jesus left this earth more than just a great
messenger of God. He also gave up his own
human life as a perfect sacrifice for our sins.
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Spiritual Metaphors

In many teachings, Jesus spoke in spiritual
metaphors. To understand such teachings,
you have to use your spirit not your senses.

When Jesus said in John 12:45: "He who
sees me sees HIM who sent me'" — Jesus
used a spiritual metaphor. Jesus was telling
us that if we really saw who he was "with
our spiritual eyes" that we could see God
HIMSELF spiritually from within Jesus.

Thus, if we engage our spirit, having been
born again of the Spirit, we see clearly God
sent Jesus. Another key to understanding a
true believer in Jesus is given in this verse.

Jesus said: '""He who believes in me,
believes not in me but in HIM who sent
me." John 12:44

Jesus states in this verse that you would
believe in the God who sent Jesus if you
really believed in Jesus. Think about this!
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The Lord Jesus Christ

The story of our Lord Jesus Christ is a very
compelling one. God sent HiS only human
begotten Son as a perfect sacrifice for the
sins of mankind. It was God reconciling
mankind so His need of perfect justice could
be satisfied. Jesus' human sacrifice became
not only atonement for the sins of mankind,
but also our human example to follow.

Jesus taught us to worship only the LORD
God who sent him. He would be greatly
disturbed by all of the churches that now
worship him instead of his God. Jesus
taught us to worship his God in Matthew
4:10 and in other verses.

If you want Eternal Life, get to know the
God that sent Jesus as "The Messenger."
Only then will you have truly received the
message of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Eternal Life Without God?

If you are an astute student of the Bible, this
discussion of "The Messenger" may have
raised more questions for you than it gave
you answers. This is good. It will help you
bring out the truth by studying God's Word,
especially the Scriptures cited.

Could there be any salvation or eternal life
without actually coming to know God and
not just Jesus? Let's put it this way. Do you
believe you can mouth Jesus as your savior
and get into Heaven? Or is there more to it?

""And having been perfected. [Jesus]
became the author of eternal salvation to
all who OBEY him." Hebrews 5:9

If you haven't found the God who sent Jesus,
claims of faith in Jesus are most likely
unfounded. Jesus calls us to obey his God!
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Study the Scriptures cited in this booklet
very carefully. While in the Spirit, God
gave these Scriptures to me for your benefit.

Please open up your heart to God's Word
and let Jesus Christ, our Teacher, become
the example you follow all the way back to
your own heavenly home.

Do this and you will not only love Jesus and
the sacrifice he made for our sins, you will
also fall in love with God. You can call HimM
heavenly FATHER in all of your prayers.

Apostle's Prayer

Heavenly FATHER and God of my brother
Jesus Christ, who is our Teacher, hear my
prayer. Bless every soul that reads this
booklet and will open up their heart to YOUR
Son Jesus and also to YOUR Spirit. And, to
all who pray the salvation prayer on the next
page, grant them repentance.
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Salvation Prayer

FATHER God, I accept this special invitation
of YOURS to an eternal life in heaven.

I confess with my mouth that You raised
Jesus Christ from the dead and that he is the
first of many humans to be resurrected to be
with YOU, as YOUR sons and daughters.

I believe in my heart unto righteousness and
I will do my best to live a righteous life in
YOUR eyes. [ will follow the example of
Jesus and be faithful unto my own death.

FATHER, I thank you that You and YOUR
Son will become one with me to help me
overcome this earthly life. I know that this
will make us of one mind and that YOUR
Spirit will dwell within me to guide my path
back home. Teach me YOUR ways LORD.

Date

Signature
23




The Apostle Edward

Please accept God's
Invitation to an eternal
life. This may be the only
time you will be presented
with God's Word.

These are only the basics,
but they will get you

started on a life with God
and His Son Jesus Christ.

You must understand that Jesus Christ is
God's human begotten Son; he is not God.

It is as simple as believing what Jesus taught
us and accepting Scripture over manmade
church doctrine. If your church doesn't
preach the Word, find another church that
does. You can read more about this topic
and others at http://www.bookofedward.org.

Notations in small caps such as LORD, HE,
HiMm, His, You, and FATHER refer to God.

24




All Scriptures are taken from the New King James Version
(NKJV) unless otherwise noted. © 1982 by Thomas
Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved

Scripture Key: If you keep the relationship
between God and His begotten human Son
straight, you will understand your Bible and
God's invitation to an eternal life will be for
real. It's a key to understanding His Word.

Contact Information: Apostle Edward may
be contacted using an online feedback form
or by mail. Prayers & donations welcomed.

Rev. Edward G. Palmer
Apostle Ministry, Inc.

18140 Zane Street NW #410
Elk River, Minnesota 55330

This tract provided by:

Copyright 2008, Edward G. Palmer, All Rights Reserved.
Permission is hereby granted to reproduce this booklet for
non-profit use without restriction as long as the content is
left unchanged. [4JLP-62-020808]
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